ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 3
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community)
The TIsaac Storey House is a 2% story Italiante sidehall house, especially notable
for its ample side yard, which is evocative of the landscaping that typically sur-
rounded similar houses of the period. Although overgrown from many years of neglect
many of the early plantings, including trees and shrubery, are still in place. as
is the cobblestone drive along the side piazza. Architectural features of the house
include a wide fascia with overscaled brackets and a polygonal facade bay with elaborate
brackets. The flat-roofed Doric entrance porch has bead mouldings and unusual diamond
paned sidelights. The Storey House is sited on a high mound bordered by a bluestone
retaining wall with granite posts. The gardens of the spacious side yard include
many beds of blackberries and raspberries, sgeveral grap arbors and an Astrian apple
tree (a variety of old apple which produces a crop during alternate years) .

EISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners plaved in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the community)

An early occupant of the house was Judge Isaac Storey (1818, Marblehead, Massachusetts)
who came to Somerville in 1853. He practiced law in Boston, and was both a Justice

of the Police Court in Somerville (1872) and a justice of the Middlesex District
Court.

Local tradition states that Indian hunters waiting for game would sit on the large
rock located behind the house, and a number of Indian'artifactsﬁ including two broar
based arrowheads have been unearthed beside the rock. Also the warehouse of a lan-
tern factory formerly stood next door, and the waste produce called slag from the

- glass production was dumped into what 1
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